CHAPTER I
Birth-Eton-Oxford-entry into Parliament - Board of Trade
-resignation over Maynooth - Colonial Office-repeal of
the Corn Laws - split in die Tory Party - resignation of Sir
Robert PeeL
IN September 1887 Cardinal Manning noted in
his diary, with some complacency but not with-
out a measure of truth, " I forsook all things for
faith; he [Gladstone] has forsaken his whole
political past for Ireland. He is as isolated now
as I was then. And this makes me turn to him*
We are at last and at least agreed in this.*5 It is
the duty of the biographer to explain how it came
to be that the well-to-do son of a Jamaica slave-
owner, the Coningsby Etonian, the Christ Church
double first, who had been returned to the first
reformed Parliament for a pocket borough to
preach the theocracy of the Established Church,
came to find himself, at the age of seventy-eight,
in the painful position described by Cardinal
Manning. Not that the problem presented any
great difficulty to Manning. "His course has
been to me intelligible from the first He began
as a Tory. I was, as I said, a Mosaic Radical.
His Toryism was only a boyish and Etonian ad-
miration for Canning, and an intimacy with
[Lord] Lincoln and the like/*
But as what was clear to Manning may not be
so self-evident to everybody else, we will look into
the matter more closely.
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